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Introduction 

This document was compiled by private citizens concerned with left leaning Media that 
relentlessly continues to push unverified gossip, comments taken out of context, and assorted 
untruths, etc. to hide President Trump’s economic and foreign policy achievements.  
 
This presentation is for informational purposes only to assist interested parties in searching for fact-based 
information to guide discussions with family, friends, neighbors and colleagues.  
 
“The Democrat-media complex has a new mission: to distract our attention from President Trump’s 
incredible—and I mean incredible—progress on both economic and foreign policy,” Andy Puzder writes in 
The Federalist.  
 
“Clearly, these hit pieces were never intended to be rational or believable—and they weren’t. Rather, they 
were carefully crafted and timed to draw attention away from the most remarkable economic comeback in 
American history and unprecedented progress towards peace in the Middle East. Read more.  

Economy 

Overall (Prior to Covid-19) 
• The Higher Wages of Growth – Before the pandemic income growth soared and poverty fell 

to the lowest levels since 1959 via The Wall Street Journal 

• The poverty rate plunged to an all-time low of 10.5 percent, as well. Between 2018 and 
2019 alone, over 4 million Americans were lifted out of poverty, and the child poverty 
rate fell to a nearly 50-year low in 2019. United States Census Bureau 

• Manufacturing jobs grew at the fastest rate in more than 30 years. Forbes   MarketWatch   
Under Trump the jobs boom has finally reached blue collar workers via The Washington 
Post.  

• Stock Market reached record highs.  

• While it is true the market reached many new highs in President Trump’s 
administration prior to Covid-19, mild recovery from the market crash in 2008 
started in President Obama’s administration and, prior to Covid-19, had picked 
up significant pace in the Trump administration.  

• Dow highest closing records by year 

• Median household income hit higher levels than previous years. Adjusted for inflation, 
(prior to Covid) we were finally at pre-recession income levels. Predictably President 
Trump’s claims here have come under fire from critics – particularly because there has 
been a change in the way the numbers are calculated. Fox fact check segment. Opinion 
of Steven Moore of the Heritage Foundation. Income and Poverty in the United States – 
via the US Census Bureau. 
 

• Opportunity Zones 

• President Trump’s 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act legislation included new Opportunity 
Zone Incentives to promote investment in low-income communities. 

• 8,764 communities across the country have been designated as Opportunity Zones. 

• Opportunity Zones are expected to spur $100 billion in long-term private capital 
investment in economically distressed communities across the country. 

• More reading – Fortune Magazine, September 23, 2019.  
  

https://thefederalist.com/2020/09/15/media-pushes-unverified-gossip-to-hide-trumps-amazing-economic-and-foreign-policy-achievements/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-higher-wages-of-growth-11600298577?mod=opinion_lead_pos1
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-higher-wages-of-growth-11600298577?mod=opinion_lead_pos1
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2020/income-poverty.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/chuckdevore/2019/07/10/in-trumps-first-30-months-manufacturing-up-by-314000-jobs-over-obama-what-states-are-hot/#4f0ff0df2677
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/manufacturing-employment-in-the-us-is-at-the-same-level-of-69-years-ago-2019-01-04
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2018/09/09/under-trump-jobs-boom-has-finally-reached-blue-collar-workers-will-it-last/
https://www.thebalance.com/dow-jones-closing-history-top-highs-and-lows-since-1929-3306174#record-highs-set-in2020
https://www.foxbusiness.com/economy/middle-class-income-highest-on-record-fact-check
file:///C:/Users/cheri/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/4M13OFGK/distinguished%20visiting%20fellow%20at%20the%20Heritage%20Foundation%20and%20an%20economic%20consultant%20with%20FreedomWorks
file:///C:/Users/cheri/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/4M13OFGK/distinguished%20visiting%20fellow%20at%20the%20Heritage%20Foundation%20and%20an%20economic%20consultant%20with%20FreedomWorks
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.pdf
https://fortune.com/2019/09/23/opportunity-zones-investment-trump-taxes/
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• Economic growth 

• President Trump’s Numbers April 2020 Update (just before economic dislocation caused 
by Covid) – FactCheck.org 

 

• Jobs (incl. Skills Development) 

• Trump’s list of accomplishments is long and impressive 

• Prior to the ensuing economic downturn caused by Covid-19, Black and Hispanic 
Unemployment was at a record low. CNBC. 

• The Pledge to America’s Workers has resulted in employers committing to train more 
than 4 million Americans. The White House  Proclamation on Pledge to America’s 
Workers  Consumer Technology Association (joined pledge promising to add 400,000 
jobs over next 5 years.) 

• Find Something New 

• The Trump Administration has long emphasized skills-based job and vocational 
training for high school graduates as an alternative to college. 

• July 2020 - The White House announced “Find Something New” – an initiative to help 
students and millions of people gain new job skills. More than 20 corporations and 
organizations, including Apple, IBM and the US Chamber of Commerce announced 
support for the effort.  

• Findsomethingnew.org, a website created by the non-profit Ad Council, links to 
hundreds of education and training resources that provide free and/or discounted 
virtual and in person training programs. The website places a particular emphasis on 
in-demand skills including coding, engineering, etc.  

• Trade 

• US Companies have brought back over 1 trillion dollars from overseas because of the 
TCJA bill that President Trump signed. The new law imposes a one-time tax on those old 
earnings—whether or not money is repatriated. It also removes federal taxes on 
subsequent repatriations and makes future foreign profits generally free from U.S. taxes. 
More reading - Bloomberg 

• Agreed to a new trade deal with Mexico & Canada that will increase jobs here and $$$ 
coming in. More reading – Associated Press.  

• Stimulus 

• At the time of writing, the third stimulus bill was still in play. Unemployment benefits for 
many Americans had run out last week. The President has grown increasingly frustrated 
with the inability of Congress to pass another reasonable stimulus bill. He signed an EO 
and issued 3 memos on Saturday 8/8/20 that undercut the ongoing stimulus bill 
negotiations and could have wide-reaching effects for tens of millions of Americans.  

• It is important to understand in this case a Presidential EO can’t do much – the 
Constitution gives Congress control over Federal spending. So there is a case to be 
made that this EO/memo are mainly Trump signaling that Congress needs to come to an 
agreement quickly and get a bill on his desk ASAP. Naturally Nancy Pelosi and team are 
most unhappy about the latest developments and make the standard negative 
responses. Remarks of the President  CNET 

• “What the Democrats primarily want is bailout money. It has nothing to do with the 
China virus. It has nothing to do with anything that we’ve been talking about over the 
last period of time. They want to bailout states that have been badly managed by 
Democrats, badly run by Democrats for many years — and, in fact, in all cases, many 
decades. And we’re not willing to do that.” – President Donald Trump 

• The EOs and Memos major items 

• A $400 weekly unemployment benefit to replace the $600 weekly benefit Americans 
received under the now expired CARES Act. 

• Extending the moratorium on evictions. As the moment, courts are currently able to 
process evictions, and tenants may be asked to vacate by Aug. 24.  

https://www.factcheck.org/2020/04/trumps-numbers-april-2020-update/
https://www.robesonian.com/opinion/128673/trumps-list-of-accomplishments-is-long-impressive
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/04/black-and-hispanic-unemployment-is-at-a-record-low.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/pledge-to-americas-workers/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-pledge-americas-workers-month-2020/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-pledge-americas-workers-month-2020/
https://www.cta.tech/Membership/Member-Groups/21st-Century-Workforce/Join-the-Pledge-to-America-s-Workers
https://findsomethingnew.org/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-12-19/u-s-companies-repatriated-cash-hits-1-trillion-under-tax-law
https://apnews.com/222da26d3fe441dc0afca4194addfc6f
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-press-briefing-080920/
https://www.cnet.com/personal-finance/trumps-executive-stimulus-orders-when-they-start-are-they-legal-what-you-should-know/
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• Assisting with student loan deferral of monthly payments and interest through the end of 
the year.  

• Deferring payroll tax payments, starting Aug. 1, retroactively, through December for people 
earning less than $100,000. 

Education 

Elementary and High School 
• While neither the president nor any federal official can force a state to abandon the Common 

Core standards or to adopt them, President Trump directed the Education Secretary to end 
Common Core. However, many states still use the Common Core standards. And, following 
political pushback to the standards, some states that previously used the Common Core have 
replaced it with adjusted standards that are quite similar.  

• Important to understand the background: The Common Core standards were developed 
by governors and state school superintendents and adopted at the state level. They were 
not created by the Obama administration or forced on states. Indeed, several states 
chose not to make the switch. That said, President Obama did use federal dollars, 
through the Race to the Top program, to coerce states to adopt new standards. And, in 
the throes of a downturn, extra school money was a powerful enticement. 

• February 5, 2020 – In his third State of the Union address President Trump has called on 
Congress to pass school choice legislation so that no child is trapped in a failing school 
because of his or her zip code. In his speech President Trump urged Congress to pass the 
“Education Freedom Scholarships and Opportunity Act “ — introduced in the House as H.R. 
1434 (116) by Rep Byrne Bradley (R-Alabama) and the Senate as S. 634 (116) by Senator 
Ted Cruz (R-Texas). The bills would help students and families pay for tuition at private 
schools and other alternatives to traditional public schools. More reading – State of the Union 
address via YouTube, Politico 

• The President signed funding legislation in September 2018 that increased funding for school 
choice by $42 million. 

• The tax cuts signed into law by President Trump promote school choice by allowing families 
to use 529 college savings plans for elementary and secondary education. 

• Technical, Vocational and Career Education 

• President Trump signed the first Perkins CTE reauthorization since 2006, authorizing more 
than $1 billion for states each year to fund vocational and career education programs. This 
has become increasingly important in today’s economy – while most of the discussion is 
about “professional jobs” skilled trade people (plumbers, electricians, wind turbine 
electricians, etc.) can earn a lot more than you think! Plus when you have a leak in the house, 
your MBA is pretty worthless. More reading - The White House 

• Executive order expanding apprenticeship opportunities for students and workers. More 
reading - The White House 

Minority Advancement 

Native Americans 
• President Trump signed 3 bills to benefit Native people. One gives compensation to the 

Spokane tribe for loss of their lands in the mid-1900s, one funds Native language programs, 
and the third gives federal recognition to the Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians in 
Montana. More reading – The Hill, December 27, 2019 

 

Hispanics 
• Prior to the economic dislocation caused by Covid-19, Hispanic unemployment achieved the 

lowest rate ever recorded – 3.9%. CNBC October 2019. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1434?s=1&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1434?s=1&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/634
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjoxIPuEOoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjoxIPuEOoA
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-education/2020/02/05/trump-urges-congress-to-pass-school-choice-tax-credit-785072
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-committed-preparing-americas-workers-jobs-today-tomorrow/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/3245/
https://thehill.com/changing-america/respect/diversity-inclusion/476049-trump-signed-three-bills-affecting-native
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/04/black-and-hispanic-unemployment-is-at-a-record-low.html
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• From 2018 to 2028, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) projects the number of 
Hispanics in the labor force to increase by about 7.4 million—more than any other race or 
ethnic group. More reading – US Bureau of Labor Statistics 

 

Black Americans 
• Prior to the economic disruption caused by Covid-19, African American unemployment was 

the lowest rate ever recorded – 5.5%. CNBC October 2019. 

• On December 21, 2018 – President Trump signed the Preventing Maternal Deaths Act that 
provides funding for states to develop maternal mortality reviews to better understand 
maternal complications and identify solutions; this largely focuses on reducing the higher 
mortality rates for Black Americans. More reading – American Hospital Association. 

• December 2019, 2019 – President Trump signed a bipartisan bill renewing/increased funding 
to permanently provide more than $250 million a year (an increase of more than 14%) to the 
nation’s historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), along with dozens of other 
institutions that serve large shares of minority students. More reading – Associated Press 

• The US Department of Education under President Trump signed legislation forgiving 
Hurricane Katrina debt that threatened HBCUs. More reading – US Department of Education  

• February 28, 2017 - Named former President of the Thurgood Marshall College Fund, Johnny 
Taylor, Jr., Chair of the President’s Board of Advisors for HBCU’s White House Briefing 
Statement 

• October 2019 - President Trump received the 20/20 Bipartisan Justice Center Award at 
Benedict College, a historically black college in Columbia, SC, for his criminal justice reform 
accomplishments. Specifically, passage of the First Step Act. (California Senator Kamala 
Harris (D) and other Democratic presidential hopefuls protested the award given to the 
president and threatened to not attend the event.) 

• More reading – Pastor Darrell Scott who serves as a member of the Black Voices for Trump 
coalition advisory board. 

• More reading on the background of the Black Lives Matter organization. 
• See also Families, Women, Criminal Justice, and Penal Reform section. 

Judicial Appointments 

• President Trump has named two Supreme Court Justices 

• Associate Justice Neil Gorsuch, nominated 2/1/2017 and confirmed on April 7, 2017, by a 
vote of 54–45. 

• Associate Justice Brett Kavanaugh, nominated July 10, 2018. Kavanaugh and his family 
were put through one of the greatest travesties in the history of the United States 
confirmation process. The Senate eventually confirmed Kavanaugh's nomination by a 
vote of 50–48 

• September 2020 - President Trump is in the process of nominating another Supreme Court 
Justice to fill the seat of deceased former Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. As such, he and 
Senators Mitch McConnell and Lindsay Graham are enduring extreme resistance from 
Democrats leaders. 

• Bottom Line: The constitution empowers the president to nominate justices and tasks the 
US Senate with confirming or rejecting them. Articles worth reading: National Review 
Spectator 

• Democrats site the nomination/halted confirmation of Merrick Garland as the reason the 
nomination and confirmation should wait. What isn’t often reported, is the law that allows 
the Senate to confirm a SCOTUS justice by a straight up/down vote was changed by 
Democrats Harry Reid and Chuck Schumer who were trying to stack the courts for 
Obama. Spectator 

https://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/2019/data-on-display/hispanics.htm
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/04/black-and-hispanic-unemployment-is-at-a-record-low.html
https://www.aha.org/news/headline/2019-01-07-president-signs-aha-supported-maternal-health-bill
https://apnews.com/c4834e48841d97c5a93312b1bf75302a
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-issues-full-forgiveness-hbcu-hurricane-relief-loans
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-prioritizes-historically-black-college-universities/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-prioritizes-historically-black-college-universities/
https://www.delgazette.com/opinion/80155/trump-helping-black-communities-thrive
https://www.influencewatch.org/movement/black-lives-matter/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2020/09/replacing-justice-ginsburg-politics-not-precedent/
https://spectator.org/amy-barrett-immediately-if-not-sooner/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/chuck-schumer-learned-nothing-from-harry-reids-greatest-mistake/?utm_source=recirc-desktop&utm_medium=blog-post&utm_campaign=river&utm_content=most-popular&utm_term=first
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• A total of 61 SCOTUS justices nominated and confirmed by the Senate since turn of 
century (1900). 70% (43 justices) were confirmed in under 46 days (time to election).  

• To be fair, there are 18 justices left whose confirmation lasted longer than 46 days. 
Interesting side note - Of these, 10 were confirmed after CNN started broadcasting in 
June 1980. The media plays a tremendous role today in the SCOTUS confirmation 
process.  

• How to discuss with a Liberal: History shows that people who are nominated to the 
Supreme Court are intellectual giants, most of who have spent careers avoiding politics in 
their rulings.  

• Brett Kavanaugh is a terrific example. Despite the wails of Democrats, his critics and 
their doomsday predictions, on the topic of abortion, Kavanaugh has twice sided with 
left leaning judges on abortion rulings. In fact, Kavanaugh has just as been apt to 
side with Left Justices and Right justices. Time: Inside Brett Kavanaugh’s First Term 
at the Supreme Court. SCOTUS Blog 

• President Trump appointees filled nearly 29% of all federal appeals court judgeships. 

• Note: Interesting article about Chief Justice John Roberts and his impact on several of President 
Trump’s initiatives. USA TODAY 

Law Enforcement 

Traficking 
• Trump signed the “Allow States and Victims to Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act” (FOSTA), which 

includes the “Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers Act” (SESTA) which both give law enforcement and 
victims new tools to fight sex trafficking. More reading – The White House, April 11. 2018. 

• Through President Trump’s Anti-Trafficking Coordination Team (ACTeam) initiative, Federal law 
enforcement more than doubled convictions of human traffickers and increased the number of 
defendants charged by 75% in ACTeam districts. 

Crime  
• President Trump believes violent crime has fallen every year he’s been in office. Fact check 

organizations say the trend shows an overall decrease in violent crime for several years before 
he took office. Unfortunately, we’ve recently seen a large increase in crime, sometimes called 
“peaceful protesting” by some media.   

• FBI Infographic About Crime in the US. FBI Press Release 

• Excerpts from the FBI 2018 Crime Report:  

• Murders: In 2018, the estimated number of murders in the nation was 16,214. This was a 
6.2 percent decrease from the 2017 estimate. There were 5.0 murders per 100,000 
people in 2018. The murder rate in 2018 was down from the rates in 2017 (6.8 percent). 
Source: FBI  

• Violent Crime: In 2018, an estimated 1,206,836 violent crimes occurred nationwide, a 
decrease of 3.3 percent from the 2017 estimate. Source FBI 

• Robbery: Estimated 282,061 robberies nationwide in 2018. The estimated number of 
robberies decreased 12.0 percent from the 2017 estimate. Robbery definition and source: 
FBI 

• Rape: There were an estimated 139,380 rapes (revised definition) reported to law 
enforcement in 2018.Numbers may not reflect actual rape cases due to many rapes not 
being reported. The FBI also changed the definition of rape in 2016. Source FBI 

Human Trafficking 
• In 2018, the Department of Justice (DOJ) dismantled an organization that was the internet’s 

leading source of prostitution-related advertisements resulting in sex trafficking. The DOJ 
obtained guilty pleas from Backpage.com, its CEO, and its Marketing Director.  Now shut down as a 
result of this investigation, the Backpage.com website had been the Internet’s leading source of 
prostitution-related advertisements that resulted in sex trafficking of minors and adults.  DOJ seized 

https://time.com/longform/brett-kavanaugh-supreme-court-first-term/
https://time.com/longform/brett-kavanaugh-supreme-court-first-term/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2018/10/empirical-scotus-what-to-expect-from-kavanaughs-first-term/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+scotusblog%2FpFXs+%28SCOTUSblog%29
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/08/06/mike-pence-john-roberts-a-disappointment-conservatives/3306803001/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/signing-allow-states-victims-fight-online-sex-trafficking-act-president-donald-j-trump-provides-invaluable-tools-needed-fight-scourge-sex-trafficking/
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2018/crime-in-the-u.s.-2018
https://www.fbi.gov/news/pressrel/press-releases/fbi-releases-2018-crime-statistics
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2018/crime-in-the-u.s.-2018/topic-pages/murder
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2018/crime-in-the-u.s.-2018/topic-pages/violent-crime
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2018/crime-in-the-u.s.-2018/topic-pages/robbery
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2018/crime-in-the-u.s.-2018/topic-pages/robbery
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2018/crime-in-the-u.s.-2018/topic-pages/rape
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more than $150 million in real and personal property derived from proceeds of the conduct alleged in 
the superseding indictment. More reading – US Department of Justice 

• October 2019 - President Trump’s OMB published new anti-trafficking guidance for government 
procurement officials to more effectively combat human trafficking. More reading - Executive 
Office of the President Office of Management and Budget 

• October 2019 - US Government Report to Combat Trafficking in Persons – October 29, 2019 

• January 31, 2020 – President Trump signs Executive Orders expanding efforts to combat human 
trafficking – a “modern form of slavery.” His administration has authorized over $400 million to 
fight the issue. More reading – Executive Order  ABC News (Note groups that chose not to attend 
the event given their opposition to President Trump.) 

• Through Trump’s Anti-Trafficking Coordination Team (ACTeam) initiative, Federal law 
enforcement more than doubled convictions of human traffickers and increased the number of 
defendants charged by 75% in ACTeam districts. More reading – White House Briefing Statement   
US Department of Labor 

• President Trump’s Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s Homeland Security Investigations 
arrested 1,588 criminals associated with human trafficking. 

• President Trump’s Department of Health and Human Services provided funding to support the 
National Human Trafficking Hotline to identify perpetrators and give victims the help they need. 
Most recent statistics available here: Human Trafficking Hotline Stats 

• The Department of Justice in President Trump’s administration announced it will provide more 
than $47 million to combat human trafficking and assist victims. US Department of Justice 

• The Department of Homeland Security has hired more victim assistance specialists, 
helping victims get resources and support. More reading: Blue Campaign Department of 
Homeland Security 

• August 2020 – Trump Administration and Justice Dept provide $35 million through a 
variety of Justice Dept grants to directly aid victims of human trafficking. The grants will 
be shared by 73 organizations in 33 states to provide anywhere from 6-24 months of 
transitional or short-term housing assistance to survivors, including pay rent, utilities or 
related expenses, such as security deposits according to an AP report  MarketWatch  
Attorney General William Barr remarks. 

 

Criminal Justice and Penal Reform 
• In 2018, President Trump signed the First Step Act, a criminal justice bill which enacted reforms 

that made our justice system fairer and helps former inmates successfully return to society. 

• The First Step Act provides rehabilitative programs to inmates helping them successfully rejoin 
society and not return to crime. Its reforms addressed inequities in sentencing laws that 
disproportionately harm Black Americans and reformed mandatory minimums that created unfair 
outcomes. Over 90% of those benefitting from the retroactive sentencing reductions in the First 
Step Act are Black Americans. 

• The First Step Act expanded judicial discretion in sentencing for non-violent crimes. 

• Specifically, passage of the First Step Act gave judges more discretion when sentencing some 
drug offenders and strengthened prisoner rehabilitation efforts. For those already in the federal 
prison system, it allowed those sentenced for crack cocaine offenses before August 2010 the 
opportunity to petition for a reduced penalty and upped the reward time off that prisoners received 
for good conduct. More reading White House Briefing Statement and Detroit News. 

• The Trump Administration is promoting second chance hiring to give former inmates the 
opportunity to live crime-free lives and find meaningful employment. The White House 

• The Board of Prisons and the US Department of Justice, under President Trump, launched a new 
“Ready to Work Initiative” to help connect employers directly with former prisoners. US 
Department of Justice Post and Courier 

  

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-leads-effort-seize-backpagecom-internet-s-leading-forum-prostitution-ads
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/M-20-01.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/M-20-01.pdf
https://www.state.gov/2019-report-on-u-s-government-efforts-to-combat-trafficking-in-persons#:~:text=In%202018%2C%20DOJ%20obtained%20guilty,trafficking%20of%20minors%20and%20adults.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-combating-human-trafficking-online-child-exploitation-united-states/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/anti-human-trafficking-groups-boycotting-ivanka-trumps-white/story?id=68615924
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-made-priority-combat-heinous-crime-human-trafficking/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/ilab/ilab20200131
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/states
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-invests-more-47-million-combat-human-trafficking-and-assist-victims
https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/victim-centered-approach
https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/victim-centered-approach
https://apnews.com/89347d1b618ab522ec6d13aa114f4e92
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/white-house-to-give-35-million-to-aid-human-trafficking-survivors-2020-08-04
https://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-william-p-barr-remarks-white-house-roundtable-housing-assistance-grants
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/5682/text
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-committed-building-successes-first-step-act/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/politics/2019/10/25/trump-takes-victory-lap-criminal-justice-reform/2457712001/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-helping-americans-gain-second-chance-build-brighter-future/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/bureau-prisons-ready-work-initiative-seeks-new-business-partnerships-strengthen-reentry
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/bureau-prisons-ready-work-initiative-seeks-new-business-partnerships-strengthen-reentry
https://www.postandcourier.com/opinion/commentary/commentary-under-president-trump-we-are-transforming-our-criminal-justice-system/article_80a6a06e-c072-11ea-bf5e-6f706a223f95.html
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9/11 Victim’s Compensation Bill 
• President Trump signed the bipartisan 9/11 Victim Compensation Bill into law. The Senate voted 

97-2 to permanently replenish the fund that would benefit police officers, fire fighters and other 
first responders who suffered harm or the families of those killed because of the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attack. Without the reauthorization, the $7.4 billion fund would run out of money by December 
2020. More reading – ABC News 

 

Poverty (Before Covid-19) 

Overview 

• In FY2016 (the last year stats were readily available), the federal government spent $877.5 billion 
on benefits and services for people with low incomes. This was a 3.5% increase from the prior 
fiscal year. The increase was faster than both the annual rate of inflation (1.2%) and the rate of 
economic growth (2.8%). Congressional Research Service 

• Executive Order Reducing Poverty in America by Promoting Opportunity and Economic Mobility 
April 10, 2018. 

• More reading – Getting Welfare to Work  and Where Do Our Federal Tax Dollars Go? 

• Real median household income increased to more than $63,000 in 2018, the highest level in 
nearly two decades. A growing economy that produces more jobs and higher earnings has driven 
the improvement in economic well-being. There were 2.3 million more full-time, year-round 
workers in 2018 than in 2017, of which 1.6 million were women. Source US Census Bureau and 
The White House, Council of Economic Advisors 

• Poverty rates for African Americans and Hispanic Americans have reached their lowest levels 
since the U.S. began collecting such data. 

Taxes 

• President Trump’s Tax Cuts & Jobs Act is the biggest U.S. tax overhaul in the past 30 years. 
More reading – The White House 

• Americans paid almost $64 billion less in federal income taxes during the first year under the 
Republican tax overhaul signed into law in late 2017 by President Donald Trump, with some of 
the sharpest drops clustered among taxpayers earning between $25,000 and $100,000 a year 
according to the IRS. More reading – This is how much Americans saved via MarketWatch  
The New York Times 

Infrastructure 

•  “Experts” disagree on what’s really been accomplished.  

• The USDA, under President Trump, committed $124 Million to rebuild rural water infrastructure. 

Healthcare and Pharmaceuticals 

Pharmaceuticals 
• August 6, 2020 – President Trump issues an Executive Order requiring the government to buy 

essential drugs from U.S. companies via USA Today. For some really interesting background on 
this issue:  Pandemic Lays Bare U.S. reliance on China for Drugs from The Wall Street Journal.  

• July 2020 – This is a big one and if you think prescriptions are too expensive, read up! Via The 
Hill Pharmaceutical companies spend millions on lobbying ($27.5 million in 2018 – a record level) 

https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/trump-signs-911-victim-compensation-fund-bill-responders/story?id=64630468
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R45097.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-reducing-poverty-america-promoting-opportunity-economic-mobility/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-william-p-barr-remarks-white-house-roundtable-housing-assistance-grants
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-budget/policy-basics-where-do-our-federal-tax-dollars-go
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/president-trumps-policies-continue-benefit-americans-especially-disadvantaged/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/two-years-tax-cuts-continue-boosting-united-states-economy/
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/this-is-how-much-american-workers-saved-during-the-first-year-after-trumps-tax-reform-2020-03-03
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/14/business/economy/income-tax-cut.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/08/06/trump-ohio-president-order-essential-drugs-made-usa/3297875001/?fbclid=IwAR1CGTGo-hQ9I9eQqoIIkWnkRnYlmKZ3u-lF9D2ZSO2teht9oFLr30yOHcE
https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-the-u-s-ceded-control-of-drug-supplies-to-china-11596634936?fbclid=IwAR2UTRwkrrVHz5cJuArCV1Cs8yHM4Qd6kypFafEjBA_w1ivb8YubhPuLd54
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/466980-drug-companies-spend-millions-on-lobbying-as-congress-tries-to-reign-in
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/23/health/phrma-lobbying-costs-bn/index.html#:~:text=Here's%20why%20drug%20prices%20are%20so%20high&text=(CNN)%20The%20lobbying%20group%20for,in%202018%2C%20federal%20filings%20show.
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to ensure their agendas are successful. President Trump is the first president in a while with the 
guts to stand up to the industry.  

• July 24, 2020 – President Trump signs Executive Orders Aimed at Lowering Prescription 
Drug Costs. More reading Fox News The Hill 

• In response, pharma executives refused to meet on July 28, 2020 with President Trump citing a 
flimsy excuse and gambling he won’t re-win the White House.  The Hill.  Politico.  

• Americans spend more than anyone else on prescription drugs via The Financial Times. The 
average person spends $1,025 per year on medication – an inflation adjusted increase of 
elevenfold since 1960 More reading Health at a Glance 2015 

• Note while Democrats dismiss the issue as “election year stunt” President Trump has consistently 
advocated for lower drug prices for Americans both on the 2016 campaign trail and since the 
beginning of his administration.  

• President Trump signed a law ending the gag orders on Pharmacists that prevented them from 
sharing money-saving information. More reading: CNN “Trump signs billed aimed at increasing 
drug price transparency” – October 10, 2018 

• Know the Lowest Price Act and the Patient Right to Know Drug Prices Act, end the drug 
industry's “gag orders” of pharmacists, which prevented them from discussing cheaper price 
options with consumers. These price options include discussing whether a medication may 
be less expensive if using insurance or paying out-of-pocket. 

• President Trump signed a bill this year allowing some drug imports from Canada so that 
prescription prices would go down. More reading – US Food & Drug Administration  

• Under President Trump, the FDA approved more affordable generic drugs than ever before in 
history. Industry sources say thus far it isn’t doing too much to help consumers, but this is 
because the pharmaceutical industry has been hiking drug prices higher than ever. US Food & 
Drug Administration Inside Sources  

• Trump administration will provide HIV prevention drugs for free to 200,000 uninsured patients 
per year for 11 years. More reading - US Health & Human Services Department 

 

Opioid Crisis 
• President Trump declared the nation’s opioid crisis “A national health emergency. 

• ”President Trump secured $6 billion in new, additional funding in fiscal years (FY) 2018 and 
2019 to fight opioid misuse, addiction, and overdose. The White House 

• President Trump signed an Executive Order announcing $1.8 billion in new grants to help 
States fight the opioid crisis and to help prevent more American lives from being lost to 
overdose. He also launched his Initiative to Stop Opioid Abuse and Reduce Drug Supply and 
Demand, a first-of-its-kind effort to address the underlying factors driving the opioid crisis. 
The White House US Health & Human Services 

• More reading: US Border Patrol Strategy to Combat Opioids (The preponderance of illicit 
opioids consumed in the United States are smuggled into the country via the Southwest 
Border and through international mail and express consignment hubs.) 
 

Health Insurance 
• September 2020 - Whitehouse Spokeswoman Kaley McEnany confirms Trump has a team 

working on a new healthcare plan. Wall Street Journal: Trump Healthcare Plan Still a Work in 
Progress 

• In early August, President Trump signals he will sign an EO to protect people with pre-
existing conditions. Politico. He again repeats his promise August 24-27 during RNC 
Convention – says his plans will cover those with pre-existing health conditions. Business 
Insider  The Hill 

• “Pre-existing conditions will be taken care of 100 percent by Republicans and the 
Republican party. I actually think it's a very important statement." – Donald J. Trump 

• President Trump signed Executive Order 13813 on October 12, 2017 allowing small 
businesses to group together when buying insurance to get a better price The plans would 

https://www.fox4news.com/news/massive-reductions-trump-signs-executive-orders-to-lower-prescription-drug-costs?fbclid=IwAR3R1K4AIFvecxQNsrKoWNTP66pLEb4gFpfs2CN5mzVPo0FkczlclZ2jO98
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/508953-trump-signs-executive-orders-aimed-at-lowering-drug-prices
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/509243-pharma-execs-decline-trump-offer-for-meeting-on-drug-prices
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/07/27/drugmakers-trump-meeting-canceled-382847
https://www.ft.com/content/9338d8fc-dc17-11e6-86ac-f253db7791c6
https://www.managedhealthcareconnect.com/articles/pharma-spends-billions-lobbying-campaign-contributions
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/health-at-a-glance-2015/pharmaceutical-spending-trends-and-future-challenges_health_glance-2015-5-en
https://www.cnn.com/2018/10/10/politics/drug-prices-legislation-signed-into-law-donald-trump/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/10/10/politics/drug-prices-legislation-signed-into-law-donald-trump/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/trump-administration-takes-historic-steps-lower-us-prescription-drug-prices
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/trump-administration-takes-historic-steps-lower-us-prescription-drug-prices
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/trump-administration-takes-historic-steps-lower-us-prescription-drug-prices
https://www.insidesources.com/fda-approves-record-number-of-generic-drugs-but-do-they-help-lower-drug-prices/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/05/09/trump-administration-secures-historic-donation-of-billions-of-dollars-in-hiv-prevention-drugs.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/opioids/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-dedicated-administration-fighting-back-opioid-crisis/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/09/04/trump-administration-announces-1-8-billion-funding-states-combating-opioid.html
https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/assets/documents/2019-Mar/CBP-Opioid-Strategy-508.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/trump-health-care-agenda-still-a-work-in-progress-11597158262
https://www.wsj.com/articles/trump-health-care-agenda-still-a-work-in-progress-11597158262
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/08/10/trump-executive-order-on-pre-existing-393312
https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-says-sign-executive-order-on-covering-preexisting-conditions-2020-8v
https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-says-sign-executive-order-on-covering-preexisting-conditions-2020-8v
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/504835-trump-vows-to-protect-people-with-pre-existing-conditions-after
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have allowed groups of small businesses and sole proprietors to band together to offer lower-
cost coverage that doesn’t have to include all the benefits required by the ACA. 

• On March 29, 2019 US District Judge John D. Bates struck down the small-business health 
insurance plan writing that “association health plans” were “clearly an end-run” around the 
Obama-era Affordable Care Act. 

• More reading – The Hill July 23, 2019 US Dept. of Health & Human Services Reforming 
America’s Healthcare System Through Choice and Competition. 
 

Health Care Pricing Transparency 
• On June 24, 2019, President Trump signed an executive order intended to force all 

healthcare providers to disclose the cost of their services so that Americans can comparison 
shop and know how much less providers charge insurance companies. More reading – 
Executive Order The White House US Health & Human Services Press Release NPR CNBC 

• Hospitals will now be required to post their standard charges for services, which include the 
discounted price a hospital is willing to accept. 
 

Healthcare Misc 

• Right-To-Try - Signed legislation allowing terminally ill patients to try experimental treatment 
that wasn’t allowed before. US Federal Drug Administration 

• Autism 

• President Trump signed the Autism Collaboration, Accountability, Research, Education 
and Support Act (CARES) into law, which allocates $1.8 billion in funding over the next 
five years to help people with autism spectrum disorder and their families. More reading: 
The White House ABC News 

• Lupus 

• In 2019 President Trump signed into law two funding packages providing nearly $19 
million in new funding for Lupus specific research and education programs (the most 
Lupus funding EVER), as well an additional $41.7 billion in funding for the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH). Lupus Foundation of America 

• Childhood Cancer 

• The President signed the most comprehensive childhood cancer legislation ever into law, 
which will advance childhood cancer research and improve treatments. Childhood 
Cancer STAR (Survivorship, Treatment, Access, and Research) aims to advance 
childhood cancer research and child-focused cancer treatments for the nearly 16,000 
children diagnosed with cancer in the United States every year, while also improving the 
quality of life for childhood cancer survivors. More reading - Congressman Michael 
McCaul  

 

• Rural Health Care 

• President Trump signed an executive order aimed at improving health care in rural areas, 
especially when it comes to increasing telemedicine access. The new plan, parts of which 
have been under consideration for more than two years, includes new Medicare payment 
structures for rural hospitals, many of which were struggling even before the pandemic 
hit. The executive order, first reported by Politico, also includes a proposal for making 
Medicare payments for telemedicine to certain providers a permanent fixture, to ensure 
that access to virtual care — including for nurse visits and speech therapy  in areas that 
have already seen the shuttering of many hospitals – outlasts the pandemic. 

Environment 

National Parks 

https://thehill.com/opinion/healthcare/454244-trumps-health-care-initiatives-are-great-for-small-business-except-for-one
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/Reforming-Americas-Healthcare-System-Through-Choice-and-Competition.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/Reforming-Americas-Healthcare-System-Through-Choice-and-Competition.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-improving-price-quality-transparency-american-healthcare-put-patients-first/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/11/15/trump-administration-announces-historic-price-transparency-and-lower-healthcare-costs-for-all-americans.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/06/24/735432387/trump-administration-pushes-to-make-health-care-pricing-more-transparent
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/06/24/trump-to-issue-executive-order-increasing-transparency-in-health-prices.html
https://www.fda.gov/patients/learn-about-expanded-access-and-other-treatment-options/right-try
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/116/hr1058/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/116/hr1058/text
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-world-autism-awareness-day-2020/
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/trump-signs-18-billion-autism-cares-act/story?id=66002425
https://www.lupus.org/news/president-signs-nearly-19-million-in-lupus-funding-into-law
https://mccaul.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/star-act-signed-into-law
https://mccaul.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/star-act-signed-into-law
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/08/03/trump-executive-order-rural-health-care-telehealth-390947
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• (Repeat) August 4, 2020 – President Donald Trump signed legislation that will devote nearly $3 
billion a year to conservation projects, outdoor recreation and maintenance of national parks and 
other public lands following its overwhelming approval by both parties in Congress. More reading 
– Associated Press 

• President Trump signed the biggest wilderness protection & conservation bill in a decade and 
designated 375,000 acres as protected land. 

• President Trump signed a bill that creates five national monuments, expands several national 
parks, adds 1.3 million acres of wilderness, and permanently reauthorizes the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. 

Military 

• President Trump finalized the creation of Space Force as our 6th Military branch. 

 

Veterans 
• June 23, 2017: S. 1094– Following through on one of his campaign promises, President Trump 

signed the "Department of Veterans Affairs Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act of 
2017" This law gives the agency's leaders the ability to fire inept employees and protect those 
who uncover and report wrongdoing at the VA. It passed both bodies of Congress with broad 
bipartisan support. 

• January 9, 2018 - Issued an executive order requiring the Secretaries of Defense, Homeland 
Security, and Veterans Affairs to submit a joint plan to provide veterans access to access to 
mental health treatment as they transition to civilian life. US Department of Veterans Affairs Press 
Release White House 

• President Trump created a White House VA Hotline to help veterans and principally staffed it with 
veterans or direct family members of veterans. On Nov. 29, 2017, the VA announced the hotline 
is now fully staffed with live agents working to serve Veterans 24-hours a day, 365 days a year. 
US Department of Veterans Affairs 

• VA employees are being held accountable for poor performance, with more than 4,000 VA 
employees removed, demoted, and suspended so far. 

• March 5, 2019 – President Trump signed a measure funding programs to prevent veteran suicide. 
CNN. 

• President's Roadmap to Empower Veterans and End a National Tragedy of Suicide -- or 
the PREVENTS Initiative -- creates a new Cabinet-level task force, aimed at creating a 
strategic road map across federal agencies to prevent veterans' suicide. The White 
House 

Women 

• This is a topic that is heavily misconstrued outside of the politicized environment we live in these 
days. President Trump’s personal record with women in his life is concerning, but the left leaning 
media regularly use his personal life to distract and avoid almost all discussion of anything 
positive that the President or Ivanka Trump are working to accomplish and help women, 
especially working mothers. More reading – Women Are Thriving in the Trump Economy via 
CNBC. 

• Unemployment for women during the Trump administration is lower than it has ever been 
(pre-COVID). 

• The President and Ivanka Trump have long advocated for better, higher-quality, less 
costly childcare for working parents, especially working mothers.  

• After it was passed by Congress, President Trump signed the Childcare Development Block grant 
providing a $2.37 billion increase in 2018. It was the largest one-year increase in Federal funding 

https://apnews.com/b05f9869fc7840fb0eb66a87ec8eeda1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1094
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=3995
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=3995
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-takes-care-veterans-battlefront-home-front/
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=3980
https://www.cnn.com/2019/03/05/politics/veterans-suicide-prevention-donald-trump/index.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-signing-executive-order-national-roadmap-empower-veterans-end-veteran-suicide/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-signing-executive-order-national-roadmap-empower-veterans-end-veteran-suicide/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/02/12/ivanka-trump-women-are-thriving-in-the-trump-economy.html
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for child care in history, according to the Center for Law and Social Policy, an advocacy 
organization for low-income people. The block grant program that started in 1990 is the largest 
source of Federal funding for childcare.  

• President Trump signed a bill – Friendly Airports for Mother’s Act – to require airports to provide 
spaces for breastfeeding Moms. USA Today October 5, 2018 

• December 20, 2019 – President Trump also signed into law a bill that gave 2.1. million non-
military federal workers 12 weeks of paid leave. (Military already had 12-weeks paid leave.) More 
reading – Society for Human Resource Management  Wall Street Journal 

• In the weird way that Congress does things, this was a provision of the National Defense 
Authorization Act. In addition to offering paid family leave for federal employees, the bill 
provided a 3.1 percent pay raise for service members and eliminated a tax penalty for 
military spouses who collect government benefits after a partner's death. The bill also 
provides for improvements to military housing conditions. The Washington Post 
Interesting note from article “Most of the naysayers in the House were liberal Democrats 
who thought that there were too many concessions to the GOP in the bill and that it was 
too expensive.” “Four of the five senators running for president missed the vote; of those, 
Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) and Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) have declared their strong 
opposition to the measure.” 

Protecting the Intellectual Property of US businesses 

• July 2020 -The US Department of State under President Trump ordered China to shut its 
consulate in Houston, TX by Friday, July 24th following Chinese espionage, visa fraud and theft of 
intellectual property. News media in Houston reported people burning documents inside the 
compound in preparation to vacate the premises (The Wall Street Journal July 22, 2020).  

• US officials believe the Houston consulate was a nest of Chinese spies who tried to steal 
data from facilities in Texas, including the Texas A&M medical system and the University of 
Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston. 

• The Houston consulate has been a focus of rising concern. Assistant Secretary of State 
David Stilwell in an interview called the order to close the consulate “long overdue” and said it 
followed a series of malign activities including visa fraud and research theft—trends that have 
accelerated since the coronavirus pandemic. Consul general, Cai Wei, the top Chinese 
official at the Houston Consulate, and two other diplomats were caught using false 
identification to escort Chinese travelers on May 31 to the gate area of a charter flight from 
George Bush Intercontinental Airport. 

• President Trump vows he may order other consulates to close – particularly San Francisco 
where Tang Juan, the subject of an FBI arrest warrant for failing to disclose her links with the 
Chinese military, and who is also charged with visa fraud, remains inside the consulate.  

• July 2020 - The US Justice Department under President Trump accused two hackers in China of 
targeting U.S. firms involved in coronavirus research in a wide-ranging indictment. The indictment 
alleges the pair also stole hundreds of millions of dollars in sensitive information from companies 
around the world while working on behalf of China’s Ministry of State Security, a spy agency often 
implicated in U.S. cyber attacks. The hackers have pilfered valuable secrets from companies, 
research institutions and defense contractors in the U.S. and nine other countries for more than a 
decade according to an indictment that was unsealed on July 21, 2020. Houston Chronicle  The 
Wall Street Journal, July 21, 2020) 

• It’s important to understand that Huawei has been problematic for a very long time. Huawei, 
China, the U.S., and other entities have been at the forefront of controversy for the better part of 
the last 25 to 30 years. Huawei was founded in 1987 by People’s Liberation Army technologist, 
Ren Zhengfei, and has a long reputation for playing dirty – e.g. selling critical cell infrastructure at 
cut rate prices in order to gain market share. 

• President Obama blocked Huawei’s bid to build the Sprint network citing national security 
concerns. Financial Times 

https://www.clasp.org/sites/default/files/publications/2019/04/2019_CCDBGhelpingworkingfamilies_ONLINE.pdf
https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/allthemoms/2018/10/12/nursing-rooms-breastfeeding-moms-now-required-major-airports/1613690002/
https://www.shrm.org/resourcesandtools/legal-and-compliance/employment-law/pages/trump-approves-paid-parental-leave-for-federal-workers.aspx
https://www.wsj.com/articles/house-passes-bill-including-paid-parental-leave-for-federal-workers-11576104950
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/senate-passes-defense-bill-establishing-trumps-space-force-paid-family-leave-for-federal-workers/2019/12/17/b4836936-20f3-11ea-a153-dce4b94e4249_story.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-u-s-ordered-us-to-close-our-houston-consulate-11595407075
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/On-eviction-day-Chinese-consulate-clears-compound-15431626.php
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-accuses-two-hackers-of-stealing-secrets-from-u-s-firms-for-china-11595345257
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-accuses-two-hackers-of-stealing-secrets-from-u-s-firms-for-china-11595345257
https://www.ft.com/content/28c1e442-3d20-11e0-bbff-00144feabdc0
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• President Trump has proven far more aggressive when dealing with China than previous 
U.S. Presidents. 

• The Huawei Controversy Timeline via Android Authority (a well-regarded wireless 
industry outlet). 

• The US companies suing / having significant issues with Huawei over the years include 
Cisco and Motorola.  

• Many other countries have joined the US when it comes to fighting predatory practices of 
Huawei – Australia, United Kingdom, Japan, New Zealand 

• February 2018 – the heads of no less than six U.S. intelligence agencies warned against 
the use of Huawei and ZTE products. 

• August 2018 – Congress passed and President Trump quickly signed the National 
Defense Authorization Act barring US government agencies from buying certain Chinese 
telecom equipment.  

• April 2019 – President Trump “lashed out a Huawei in a Tweet” after a former Obama 
official, Samir Jain - who was a senior director for cyber security policy in the Obama 
administration and currently a lawyer with Jones Day - registered as a lobbyist in 
Washington, DC for Huawei. Seriously??!!  The Wall Street Journal.  

• Huawei hired one of the biggest PR/Public Affairs firms in the world, Burson 
Cohn & Wolf, to represent its interests in Washington, DC. From Politico: “Burson 
will provide “strategic communications advice related to ongoing U.S. 
governmental and media inquiries” to the company, according to a Justice 
Department disclosure. The work will include developing a “reputation strategy 
specific to US,” recommending “strategy and media targets for briefs and Huawei 
campus trips” and identifying “key opinion leaders (KOL) most relevant to issues 
facing Huawei,” according to a memo submitted to the Justice Department.” 

• In the past, Huawei has also retained APCO Worldwide Inc. and Strategic Public 
Affairs Inc., according to OpenSecrets.org for lobbying.  

• May 2019 - The Trump administration adds Huawei to the US Department of 
Commerce’s Entity List of banned companies, persons, etc. via executive order, thereby 
blacklisting the company as far as US corporations are concerned. 

• The US Department of Justice, under President Trump, formally charged Huawei with 13 
crimes including bank fraud, dealing with Iran, and IP theft. DOJ Press Release The full 
list of crimes the US accuses Huawei of committing via Quartz.com The New York Times  
CNN  Bloomberg  

Religion  

• President Trump has been a champion for religious freedom. The White House 

• President Trump issued an Executive Order prohibiting the U.S. government from discriminating 
against Christians or punishing expressions of faith. More reading – The White House 

• President Trump signed an executive order that allows the government to withhold money from 
college campuses deemed to be anti-Semitic and who fail to combat anti-Semitism. The White 
House NBC News 

Elder care  

• October 18, 2017: S.178 – President Trump signed the Elder Abuse Prevention and Prosecution 
Act. This bipartisan law "establishes requirements for the Department of Justice (DOJ) with 
respect to investigating and prosecuting elder abuse crimes and enforcing elder abuse laws." 
These requirements include the creation of a working group and comprehensive training for FBI 
agents. It also enhances victim assistance and aims to improve data collection. 

https://www.androidauthority.com/huawei-vs-united-states-990007/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-australia-huawei-nbn/australia-blocks-chinas-huawei-from-broadband-tender-idUSBRE82P0GA20120326
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/14/tech/huawei-uk-ban/index.html
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2018/12/10/business/japan-sets-policy-will-block-huawei-zte-public-procurement-april/#.XymTbShKgaa
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/new-zealand-joins-australia-in-banning-huawei-20181128-p50iz5.html
https://www.theverge.com/2018/2/14/17011246/huawei-phones-safe-us-intelligence-chief-fears
https://www.theverge.com/2018/2/14/17011246/huawei-phones-safe-us-intelligence-chief-fears
https://techcrunch.com/2018/08/13/new-defense-bill-bans-the-u-s-government-from-using-huawei-and-zte-tech/
https://techcrunch.com/2018/08/13/new-defense-bill-bans-the-u-s-government-from-using-huawei-and-zte-tech/
https://techcrunch.com/2018/08/13/new-defense-bill-bans-the-u-s-government-from-using-huawei-and-zte-tech/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/trump-takes-aim-at-huawei-after-ex-obama-official-becomes-lobbyist-11555336111
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-influence/2019/03/22/huawei-hires-burson-414267
https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/policy-guidance/lists-of-parties-of-concern/entity-list
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/chinese-telecommunications-conglomerate-huawei-and-subsidiaries-charged-racketeering
https://qz.com/1535995/the-full-list-of-crimes-huawei-is-accused-of-committing-by-the-us/
https://qz.com/1535995/the-full-list-of-crimes-huawei-is-accused-of-committing-by-the-us/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/13/technology/huawei-racketeering-wire-fraud.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/28/business/huawei-charges/index.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-01-28/u-s-planning-to-announce-criminal-charges-related-to-huawei-jrgrda0q
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-trump-champion-religious-freedom/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-stands-religious-freedom-united-states/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-combating-anti-semitism/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-combating-anti-semitism/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-sign-executive-order-targeting-college-anti-semitism-israel-boycotts-n1099601
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/178?r=49
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Small Business (Pre-Covid) 

• Lots of Presidents Talked About Getting Rid of Bad Regulations -Trump is Actually Doing It via 
Investor’s Business Daily. 

• If you didn’t know that the President hosted a deregulation day, you aren’t alone! With the 
exception of Fox News, this received very little national media coverage. The White House 
Remarks by President Trump on Rolling Back Regulations to Help All Americans 

• Small business account two-thirds of all new U.S. jobs — and prior to President Trump’s election 
were drowning in red tape. President Trump’s administration has eliminated a record number of 
regulations that hurt small businesses. How Trump Regulatory Rollbacks Boost Small Business 
via Investor’s Business Daily.  

• Small Business Optimism Continues to Defy Expectations – National Federal of Independent 
Businesses  

• Small Business Confidence Way Up in the Trump Era via The Daily Signal – Opinion piece by 
Anthony Kim of The Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank. 

• Remarks by President Trump and Vice President Pence in a Roundtable on Small Business and 
Red Tape Reduction Accomplishments 

• As a result of the Republican tax bill, small businesses will have the lowest top marginal tax rate 
in more than 80 years. More reading – Business News Daily 

 
Support for Small Business During Covid-19  

• The White House  

• Remarks by President Trump during a Roundtable of Governors on the Reopening of America’s 
Small Businesses.  

• At the urging of Democrats, the Trump administration released a full list of businesses receiving 
corona virus aid. US Small Business Administration. As of July 27, 2020, 5,017,603 loans have 
been approved totaling $519,770,805,963. Not sure it would matter who occupied the White 
House - There has been much criticism of the PPP and that huge businesses got help while small 
businesses who couldn’t manage the paperwork were mostly left out. As this is published, 
Congress is debating a new loan package. 

• Critics of President Trump point out “Trump friends and family cleared for millions in small 
business bailout.” ProPublica (a lean left organization) could only point out four such businesses 
totaling an estimated “as much as $21 million”. (A provision to the CARES Act excluded 
government officials and their family members from receiving some bailout funds, but not those 
from the PPP.) About 20 loans were questioned by national media (media known to resent 
President Trump naturally) – all were made to people/companies with ties to the Kushner family 
and to a law firm known to represent Donald Trump.  

Welfare 

• A controversial issue for sure with lots of different data points. Welfare reform was one of 
President Trump’s top campaign promises, but some Republicans believe Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell is lukewarm on the drive for revising welfare, which might face a difficult 
sell in the Senate where Republicans hold only a thin majority. Interestingly Kentucky ranks fifth 
in terms of overall dependence on government, WalletHub determined using data on federal 
spending in each state, the share of households on welfare, the number of government workers 
and the total tax burden as a share of income. MarketWatch 

• President Trump signed an Executive Order tightening restrictions for obtaining food stamp 
benefits. The EO requires able-bodied adults between 18-49 years old who don’t have children to 
work or look for work a minimum of 20-hours a week if they’re on welfare. 

• Those who cannot find 20 hours of paid work per week also have the option to participate 
20 hours per week in a local, state or federal work program. People with a proven 

https://www.investors.com/politics/editorials/lots-of-presidents-talked-about-getting-rid-of-bad-regulations-trump-is-actually-doing-it/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-hosting-white-house-event-deregulation
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-trumps-historic-deregulation-benefitting-americans/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-rolling-back-regulations-help-americans/
https://www.investors.com/politics/commentary/how-trump-regulatory-rollback-boosts-small-businesses/
https://www.nfib.com/content/press-release/economy/small-business-optimism-continues-to-defy-expectations/
https://www.newsweek.com/small-business-donald-trump-success-winning-trump-era-908793
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-vice-president-pence-roundtable-small-business-red-tape-reduction-accomplishments/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-vice-president-pence-roundtable-small-business-red-tape-reduction-accomplishments/
https://www.businessnewsdaily.com/10357-small-business-tax-reform-changes.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-committed-supporting-small-businesses-impacted-coronavirus/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-roundtable-governors-reopening-americas-small-businesses/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-roundtable-governors-reopening-americas-small-businesses/
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program
https://www.propublica.org/article/trump-friends-and-family-cleared-for-millions-in-small-business-bailout
https://www.allsides.com/news-source/propublica
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/states-that-voted-for-trump-depend-the-most-on-big-government-2019-06-19
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disability, children and the elderly were not impacted. The order was naturally controversial 
with numerous groups saying it would only hurt already “food insecure individuals. CNN Business 
reports however that States aren’t waiting for Washington to require poor residents to work.  

Medicare 

• Interesting reading: How the Trump Administration is Reforming Medicare. 

• In summary Trump policy toward health care appears to be based on the idea of 
promoting choice, competition, and the role of market prices. In Medicare, so far that 
means liberating telemedicine and accountable care organizations (ACOs), ending 
payment incentives that are driving doctors to become hospital employees, promoting 
hospital price transparency, reducing regulatory paperwork, and creating more 
transparency in the market for prescription drugs. 

• Reformed Medicare program to stop hospitals from overcharging low-income seniors on their 
drugs—saving seniors 100’s of millions of $$$ this year alone. Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services Press Release The New York Times. 

LGBQT 

• Trump appointed 5 openly gay ambassadors. 

• Significant attention is paid to Richard Grenell, who until recently was U.S. ambassador to 
Germany and acting director of the Office of National Intelligence, which made him the first 
openly gay Cabinet member and the highest-ranking presidential appointee in history. The global 
initiative to decriminalize homosexuality in the 69 countries where it remains illegal was his 
brainchild. 

• (Repeat/Under International - Russia) May 16, 2019 – President Trump imposed sanctions in 
response to human-rights abuses. A Chechen group and 5 Russian individuals were 
sanctioned under the Magnitsky Act over allegations of human rights abuses, including 
extrajudicial killings and the torture of LGBT people. Reuters 

• It is true that President Trump has attempted to ban transgender people from serving in the 
military. 

• Critics of the president like to say his actions towards the LGBQT community are devastating, but 
as always this left leaning sector selectively chooses their issues and don’t point to his positive 
actions on behalf of the LBGTQ community including the decriminalization of homosexuality. 

• In his 2019 State of the Union Address, President Trump asked Congress to commit to budget for 
eliminating HIV and AIDs in the US within 10 years. His administration also announced that 
200,000 uninsured Americans will gain access to HIV preventive medicines at no cost. 

• More reading: Log Cabin Republicans - Log Cabin Republicans are LGBT Republicans and 
straight allies who support equality under the law for all, free markets, individual liberty, limited 
government, and a strong national defense. 

Industry 

Oil & Gas 
• The U.S. is a net natural gas exporter for the first time since 1957. 

• Prior to Covid, the United States had surpassed Russia in 2011 to become the world's largest 
producer of natural gas and surpassed Saudi Arabia in 2018 to become the world's largest 
producer of petroleum. Last year’s increase in the United States was one of the largest 
absolute petroleum and natural gas production increases from a single country in history.US 
Energy Information Administration 

https://money.cnn.com/2018/04/18/news/economy/state-work-requirements/index.html
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20190501.529581/full/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-drives-down-drug-costs-seniors
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-drives-down-drug-costs-seniors
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/05/health/drug-prices-rebates-sotu.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-russia-sanctions/us-places-sanctions-on-chechen-group-russians-suspected-of-human-rights-abuses-idUSKCN1SM295
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-from-the-president-9/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-state-union-address-2/
http://www.logcabin.org/
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=40973
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=40973
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• This is unfortunately changing due to Covid. US oil production has dropped at least 20% 
and some energy companies are declaring bankruptcy. Last year, oil was trading on 
average between $55-60 range. This year it has been less than $40. Most energy 
companies now are in “survival mode.” 

Families 

• The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act signed into law by President Trump doubled the maximum amount of 
the child tax credit available to parents and lifted the income limits so more people could claim it. 
It also created a new tax credit for other dependents. More reading - CNBC 

• The overhaul of the tax code enhanced the child tax credit, doubling it to $2,000 per 
qualifying child under age 17. 

• The Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit (CDCTC) signed into law by President Trump 
provides a tax credit equal to 20-35% of child care expenses, $3,000 per child & $6,000 
per family + Flexible Spending Accounts (FSAs) allow families to set aside up to $5,000 
in pre-tax $ to use for child care. 

• In 2018, President Trump signed into law a $2.4 billion funding increase for the Child Care and 
Development Fund, providing a total of $8.1 billion to the states to fund childcare for low-income 
families. More reading – The White House 

• IMHO, the Liberal Left and ultra-Conservative Right have always ensured that the topic of 
abortion receives a disproportionate share of commentary relative to the weight of the issue 
amongst many other issues a President and their administration must deal with. Certainly, we still 
have much work to do (financial equity, family planning, etc.) to ensure abortion becomes 
unnecessary. 

• In 2016 (last year stats were readily available), 623,471 legal induced abortions were 
reported to CDC from 48 reporting areas. The abortion rate for 2016 was 11.6 abortions 
per 1,000 women aged 15–44 years. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

• President Trump now advocates for pro-life stances.  National Review  

• President Trump on Twitter: "As most people know, and for those who would like to 
know, I am strongly Pro-Life, with the three exceptions - Rape, Incest and protecting the 
Life of the mother - the same position taken by Ronald Reagan." 

• Since his election, President Trump and his administration have taken consistent 
action to promote the pro-life movement and protect the sanctity of life in both the 
US and internationally.  

• President Donald Trump’s administration continues to look out for American taxpayers to 
ensure they are not forced to fund abortions (defunding organizations that provide 
abortions, etc.) 

• President Trump became the first sitting President to address the annual March 
for Life in person. 

• President Trump has asked Congress to pass legislation to end late term 
abortions, reinstated and expanded policies prohibiting international aid from 
funding oversees abortions, and has issued a ruling reforming Title X family 
planning funds preventing them from funding entities that provide abortions. 

• President Trump gets credit from many for selecting Brett Kavanaugh for the Supreme 
Court, although Kavanaugh told Sen. Susan Collins that Roe vs Wade was “settled law.” 

• President Trump also restored Ronald Regan’s Mexico City Policy, which blocks 
nongovernmental organizations from using federal funds to promote abortion services in 
other nations. But so did President George W. Bush – it’s basically a Republican 
presidential tradition to do so at this point. The White House  

Lifestyle 

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/02/10/trump-wants-to-extend-his-tax-overhaul-what-it-means-for-you.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/work-cost-child-care/
https://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/data_stats/index.htm#:~:text=In%202016%2C%20623%2C471%20legal%20induced,abortions%20per%201%2C000%20live%20births.
https://www.nationalreview.com/magazine/2020/02/24/donald-trumps-pro-life-presidency/#slide-1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-memorandum-regarding-mexico-city-policy/
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• Trump signed a bill making CBD and Hemp legal. 

• New single-family home sales are up 31.6% in October 2019 compared to just one year ago. 
(Before Covid). 

• President Trump signed legislation to improve the National Suicide Hotline – plan is to establish a 
3-digit number similar to 911. 

• And he’s trying to eradicate the scourge of the earth – robo calls. In December 2019, President 
Trump signed the first major anti-robocall law in decades. A bipartisan bill, the TRACED Act 
(Telephone Robocall Abuse Criminal Enforcement and Deterrence) will extend the period of time 
the FCC has to catch & punish those who intentionally break telemarketing restrictions. It upped 
the max fine to $10,000. The bill also requires voice service providers to develop a framework to 
verify calls are legitimate before they reach your phone. CNET  The White House 

• The FCC is making progress  to crack down on illegal telemarketing robocalls, with the number of 
robocalls down 50% in the last eight months. 

• While media outlets were quick to churn out headline after headline on the topic as robocall 
volumes soared 2015 onward — entirely disregarding the Obama administration’s misguided 
campaign to expand the Telephone Consumer Protection Act (TCPA) — there has been a virtual 
media blackout on the huge reduction in robocalls under the Trump administration FCC. 

Entertainment 

• October 2018 - President Trump signed The Music Modernization Act into law, officially passing 
the most sweeping reform to copyright law in decades. The bill, heralded by labels, musicians, 
and politicians, unanimously passed both through the House and Senate. Forbes 

Federal Employees 

• Because of a bill signed and championed by Trump, In 2020, most federal employees will see 
their pay increase by an average of 3.1% — the largest raise in more than 10 years. 

• Trump signed into a law up to 12 weeks of paid parental leave for millions of federal workers. 

International 

• United Nations Watch President Trump’s latest speech to the United Stations.  

• Middle East Peace – How Trump Defied the Experts and Forged a Breakthrough in the Middle 
East. September 2020 – President Trump and team make history – brokering new peace 
agreements between Israel, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain. Leaders from these countries 
met with President Trump and signed the Abraham Accords, which will normalize diplomatic 
relations between Israel and the two Arab nations. Before this historic accomplishment, only two 
peace deals involving Israel had been negotiated in the last 72 years, with the most recent 
coming in 1994. During the past month alone, President Trump has helped broker two such 
agreements. White House Statement  

• Washington Post: Israel-UAE deal shows how the very notion of Middle East peace has 
shifted under Trump. “…it was a powerful example of how the very notion of Middle East 
peace has shifted with his administration’s enthusiastic backing. Arab states are increasingly 
willing to leave aside the question of Palestinian land and rights to seek a variety of 
relationships with Israel, the region’s dominant military force and economic powerhouse. 
Those ties don’t negate Palestinian demands, which Arab states have backed as a bloc, but 
represent a growing view of the decades-long conflict as a drag on the region’s economic 
opportunity and political clout.” 

• NATO: NATO allies increased their defense spending because of President Trump’s pressure 
campaign. 

https://www.cnet.com/news/trump-signs-traced-act-into-law-in-bid-to-help-put-an-end-to-robocalls/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-press-secretary-regarding-signing-s-151-pallone-thune-traced-act/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/federal-communications-commission/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/federal-communications-commission/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/matthewleimkuehler/2018/10/11/president-trump-signs-music-modernization-act-introducing-landmark-copyright-reform/#22ed2cb636a8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWFQ0sHnutk&feature=youtu.be?utm_source=ods&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=1600d
https://www.nationalreview.com/2020/09/how-trump-defied-the-experts-and-forged-a-breakthrough-in-the-middle-east/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2020/09/how-trump-defied-the-experts-and-forged-a-breakthrough-in-the-middle-east/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/abraham-accords-peace-agreement-treaty-of-peace-diplomatic-relations-and-full-normalization-between-the-united-arab-emirates-and-the-state-of-israel/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-israel-uae-middle-east-peace/2020/08/16/e245a358-defc-11ea-8051-d5f887d73381_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-israel-uae-middle-east-peace/2020/08/16/e245a358-defc-11ea-8051-d5f887d73381_story.html
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• NATO allies had been increasing their spending only at a very slow pace prior to President 
Trump’s inauguration. The Washington Post  

• Financial Times – “President Trump’s laser like focus on NATO’s defence spending has been 
an important catalyst for NATO countries to move toward and explain how they will reach 
their 2024 commitment.” “Unfortunately, it took some very damaging public comments from 
President Trump to move the alliance in the right direction.” ~ Heather Conley, European 
foreign policy expert at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. Article here.  

• European Union: July 2018 - Made a deal with the European Union to increase U.S. energy 
exports (mainly natural gas) to Europe. 

• Russia: While some national media suggest that the President is soft on Russia, the facts show 
otherwise. President Trump has been steadily ratcheting up the heat on Russia. Some of the 
more recent actions include: 

• Sanctions – Dec. 5, 2019 – In response to $100 million bank hacking scheme. A Russian-
based cybercriminal organization called “Evil Corp” was sanctioned for using malware to steal 
more than $100 million from banks and financial institutions. CNN  Wired  KrebsOnSecurity 

• Sanctions – September 30, 2019 – In response for Russian meddling in the mid-term 
election. Four entities and seven individuals, including Russian financier Yevgeniy 
Priogozhin, were sanctioned over attempted interference with the 2018 U.S. midterm 
elections. U.S. Department of Treasury Press Release NBC News 

• Sanctions – September 26, 2019 – In response to sanction-evading scheme for Syria. The 
Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control identified Moscow-based Maritime 
Assistance LLC as the head of a “sanctions evasion scheme” to deliver jet fuel to Syria.”  

• Sanctions – August 2, 2019 – In response to Salisbury, UK attack (and to support an ally) 
BBC  

• Sanctions – May 16, 2019 – In response to human-rights abuses. A Chechen group and 5 
Russian individuals were sanctioned under the Magnitsky Act over allegations of human 
rights abuses, including extrajudicial killings and the torture of LGBT people. Reuters 

• Meeting – May 14, 2019 – Secretary of State Mike Pompeo meets with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in Moscow. Translation of press 
conference 

• Statement – May 1, 2019 – On democracy in Venezuela. President Trump denounced 
Russia’s continued support for the Maduro regime. The White House 

• Statement – April 24, 2019 – In response to Russia’s assault on Ukraine Sovereignty. 
Ukraine: Background, Conflict with Russia, US Conflict via Congressional Research Service.  

• Sanctions – March 15, 2019 – In response to Russia’s continued aggression against 
Ukraine. Bloomberg 

• Statement – March 14, 2019 – In response to escalation of attacks on Idlib, Syria. U.S. State 
Department 

• Sanctions – March 11, 2019 – In response for dealings with Venezuela. Congressional 
Research Service 

• Notice – March 4, 2019 – Continuation of National Emergency with respect to Ukraine. The 
White House 

• Statement – February 27, 2019 – On Russian occupation of Crimea. 

• Statement – February 1, 2019 – Withdrawing from the INF Treaty. The US administration 
announced it would suspend its obligations under the 1987 Intermediate-range Nuclear 
Focus (INF) because Russia was not complying with it. Arms Control Association  The New 
York Times 

• Release – January 29, 2019 – Worldwide Threat Assessment of the US Intelligence 
Community. US intelligence officials delivered their annual assessment of global threats to 
national security to Congress, identifying cooperation between China and Russia as their top 
concern. Worldwide Threat Assessment of the US Intelligence Community 

• Venezuela: President Trump imposed a full embargo on Venezuela’s socialist president Nicolás 
Maduro for human rights abuses and mass killings (estimated to be over 7000 by the UN). 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/nato-members-increase-defense-spending-for-fourth-year-in-row-following-trump-pressure/2019/03/14/64989228-4595-11e9-94ab-d2dda3c0df52_story.html
https://www.ft.com/content/cc0fb562-1538-11ea-9ee4-11f260415385
https://www.cnn.com/2019/12/05/politics/us-sanctions-russian-evil-corp/index.html
https://www.wired.com/story/alleged-russian-hacker-evil-corp-indicted/
https://krebsonsecurity.com/2019/12/inside-evil-corp-a-100m-cybercrime-menace/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm787
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/u-s-treasury-sanctions-putin-s-chef-more-attempted-election-n1060346
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-51722301
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-russia-sanctions/us-places-sanctions-on-chechen-group-russians-suspected-of-human-rights-abuses-idUSKCN1SM295
https://translations.state.gov/2019/05/14/secretary-of-state-michael-r-pompeo-and-russian-foreign-minister-sergey-lavrov-at-a-joint-press-availability/
https://translations.state.gov/2019/05/14/secretary-of-state-michael-r-pompeo-and-russian-foreign-minister-sergey-lavrov-at-a-joint-press-availability/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-stands-democracy-venezuela/
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R45008.pdf
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-03-15/u-s-sanctions-six-russians-over-kerch-strait-attack-on-ukraine
https://www.state.gov/escalation-of-attacks-against-idlib-syria/
https://www.state.gov/escalation-of-attacks-against-idlib-syria/
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/IF10715.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/IF10715.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/text-notice-continuation-national-emergency-respect-ukraine/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/text-notice-continuation-national-emergency-respect-ukraine/
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/INFtreaty
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/01/us/politics/trump-inf-nuclear-treaty.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/01/us/politics/trump-inf-nuclear-treaty.html
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/2019-ATA-SFR---SSCI.pdf
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Trump’s executive order, signed August 5, 2019, freezes all Venezuelan assets in America’s 
jurisdiction and allows the US to impose sanctions on anyone doing business with Maduro, e.g. 
Russia, Cuba, Iran and Turkey. The US backs opposition leader Juan Guaidó. More reading – 
The White House  

• The Obama first sanctioned members of the Maduro Administration in 2015. More 
reading - Forbes  

• Fifty other countries including Columbia, Brazil, the U.K. and Spain all agree Venezuela’s 
rulers have created an economic and humanitarian disaster.   

• Middle East 
• Israel: Historic peace agreements negotiated Fall 2020 (see above).  

▪ Appointed Nicki Haley Ambassador to the UN. Haley, an outspoken supporter for 
Israel, was quick to expose the perpetual hypocritical and anti-Israel bias in the 
U.N.  

▪ Moved the U.S. Embassy in Israel to Jerusalem. More reading - Reuters. Note: 
Trump was actually acting on a 1995 law made during the Clinton administration. 
Solid reading on the topic of Trump’s support for Israel here  

• U.S. oil production reached an all-time high so we are less dependent on oil from the 
Middle East. 

• Iran:  President Trump withdrew the US from the international nuclear deal reached 
under former president Obama. Trump believes was largely built on appeasing the 
Iranians. In remarks, Trump said the US will “not be held hostage to nuclear blackmail” or 
allow “a regime that chants “Death to America” to gain nuclear weapons.” Joe Biden 
might reinstate it if he wins the presidency. Trump says if he is re-elected, he would be 
open to a new deal with Iran. More reading – Council on Foreign Relations 

• Asia: President Trump withdrew the U.S. from the job killing Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) 
deal. Trump campaigned on eliminating the TPP as he believes it steals American jobs and 
primarily benefits very large corporations. More reading - Forbes 

• South Korea: The Trump administration was unhappy the US trade imbalance with South Korea, 
so President Trump and South Korean President Moon Jae-in re-negotiated the United States-
Korea Free Trade Agreement, known as KORUS. More reading – Business Insider  

• KORUS has been around since 2012. The new version removes a few regulatory 
burdens for US automakers to export cars, extends a 25 percent US tariff on imported 
Korean trucks, and lifts a cap on US car exports to South Korea.  

• China: Remarks by President Trump on Actions Against China – May 30, 2020.  

• “China’s pattern of misconduct is well known. For decades, they have ripped off the 
United States like no one has ever done before. Hundreds of billions of dollars a year 
were lost dealing with China, especially over the years during the prior administration. 
China raided our factories, offshored our jobs, gutted our industries, stole our intellectual 
property, and violated their commitments under the World Trade Organization.”…”China 
has also unlawfully claimed territory in the Pacific Ocean, threatening freedom of 
navigation and international trade. And they broke their word to the world on ensuring the 
autonomy of Hong Kong.” 

• From an Opinion piece published by The Washington Post: President Trump “has 
brought the existential threat posed by the Chinese Communist Party into the sunlight. 
No more nice words. No more treating the Tiananmen Square massacre as a bug, not a 
feature. The light is on. Trump has pulled the cord.” 

• Imposed tariffs on China in response to China’s forced technology transfer, intellectual 
property theft, and chronically abusive trade practices. 

• Despite the hard line President Trump has drawn with China, he has ensured that new 
trade and investments with China (estimated at $250 billion) are made on fairer terms for 
US companies. 

• Vietnam: Secured $12 billion in new trade and investments in Vietnam. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-blocking-property-government-venezuela/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kenrapoza/2019/05/03/no-u-s-sanctions-are-not-killing-venezuela-maduro-is/#795893b14343
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-israel-diplomacy-jerusalem-explai/why-is-the-u-s-moving-its-embassy-to-jerusalem-idUSKBN1I811N
https://emorywheel.com/if-you-support-israel-support-trump/
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-status-iran-nuclear-agreement
https://www.forbes.com/sites/peterpham/2017/12/29/why-did-donald-trump-kill-this-big-free-trade-deal/#2e6cf1304e62
https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-trade-agreement-south-korea-korus-2018-9
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-actions-china/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/08/01/case-trump-will-come-down-his-record-its-strong-one/
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Fighting Terrorism 

• President Trump’s administration outlined a new approach to counter and prevent the evolving 
terrorist threat, making it clear that we will take all steps necessary to keep our country safe. 
Moreover, the President proclaimed his intention to stay out of costly new wars and he has. 

• More reading - Department of Homeland Security Strategic Framework For Countering Terrorism 
and Targeted Violence The White House National Strategy for Counterterrorism US Department 
of State – Country Reports on Terrorism 

• President Trump’s National Strategy for Counterterrorism focuses on:  

• Pursuing terrorists to their source 

• Isolating terrorists from their sources of support 

• Modernizing and integrating the United States’ counterterrorism tools 

• Protecting American infrastructure and enhancing resilience 

• Countering terrorist radicalization and recruitment 

• Strengthening the counterterrorism abilities of our international partners 

• Under his leadership ISIS has lost most of their territory and been largely dismantled. 

• ISIS leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi was killed. 

• President Trump hasn’t hesitated to go after tech companies that, in the view of many security 
professionals, make it harder than necessary for law enforcement to investigate acts of terror on 
US soil. The FBI has had a long running issue with Apple for refusing to unlock the phones of the 
terrorists involved in incidents including the San Bernardino shooting where 14 people were killed 
and 22 people were seriously injured. President Trump again criticized Apple for refusing to 
unlock the phone of the terrorist who attacked a US Navy base in Florida. The assailant killed 
three US Navy sailors and severely injured eight others. The shooter was killed by Escambia 
County sheriff deputies after they arrived at the scene. The assailant was identified as 
Mohammed Saeed Alshamrani, an aviation student from Saudi Arabia. Wikipedia 

 

Interesting reading 

• Policy Basics: Where do our Federal Tax Dollars Go? Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 

 

https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/19_0920_plcy_strategic-framework-countering-terrorism-targeted-violence.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/19_0920_plcy_strategic-framework-countering-terrorism-targeted-violence.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/NSCT.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/country-reports-on-terrorism-2019/
https://www.state.gov/reports/country-reports-on-terrorism-2019/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-01-14/trump-calls-for-apple-to-unlock-iphones-of-florida-terrorist
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-01-14/trump-calls-for-apple-to-unlock-iphones-of-florida-terrorist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_Air_Station_Pensacola_shooting
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-budget/policy-basics-where-do-our-federal-tax-dollars-go

